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Thank you to new AFW Command Pilo , Douglas Kemis,
for flying Emmanuel to care at City of Hope.
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR

Dear AFW Community,

This month marks my
one-year anniversary

as Angel Flight West's
Executive Director and
nine incredible years with
the organization overall,
and | couldn’'t be more
grateful to be part of this
extraordinary mission.
Every day, I'm inspired by
the compassion, dedication, and generosity

of this community — people who show up
consistently to make a meaningful difference in
the lives of others.

We closed 2025 on a high note with incredible
support from our year-end donors. We
celebrated another successful Utah Santa
Flight and continued our Flights of Joy, where
our volunteers help bring comfort and joy

to passengers and their families during the
holiday season.

In February, gathering with our volunteers,
board, partners, and staff at the Alaska Airlines
Hub in Seattle renewed our shared sense

of purpose. As we begin advancing our New
Horizons strategic plan — with a goal to serve
50% more people by 2030 — I'm energized by
what's possible when this community comes
together.

Looking ahead, we're excited about our
upcoming Endeavor Awards on May 1, where
we'll celebrate remarkable heroes. It will be a
special evening to recognize those who embody
the spirit of charitable aviation and make our
mission possible, and | hope you'll join us.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Thank
you for believing in this work. Because of you,
hope truly takes flight.

With gratitude,

Mary Hunter
Executive Director, Angel Flight West
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SERVING AFW PASSENGERS ALAURA AND SHIRLEE:
VOLUNTEER IMPACT + DR. RANDY SHERMAN FUND

Four-year-old Alaura and her mom Shirlee became
AFW passengers in 2025 after significant flooding in
Seattle put a dent in their travel plans for an upcoming
appointment at Seattle Children’s. “When the flooding
happened, | wasn't sure | was going to be able to drive,”
shared Shirlee.

Alaura had been diagnosed with cancer two years
prior, requiring her and her family to seek treatment
out-of-state from their home in Idaho. When weather
conditions created road closures and the family

wasn't sure how they'd make it to one of Alaura’s
appointments, a nurse coordinator at Seattle Children’s
recommended reaching out to AFW.

“From the pilots to the AFW office staff, everyone was
wonderful and helpful,” said Shirlee. “They didn't make
me feel like | was a hindrance.” Alaura and Shirlee
flew their first Angel Flight with Command Pilot
Jeffrey McDiarmid who flew them to and from Seattle
Children’s. And when Alaura’s appointment took longer
than Shirlee anticipated, Jeffrey assured her that he'd
be waiting for them at the airport to take them home.
“It was awesome of him to wait that extra time,” Shirlee
said.

As AFW passengers, Alaura and Shirlee have also
flown commercially with tickets purchased through
our Dr. Randy Sherman Access For All Fund, which
provides vital travel assistance when weather or other
circumstances prevent our pilots from flying. In 2025, thanks to the generous support of the Fund’s
donors, AFW served 120 passengers with flights and 277 with ground transportation, totaling $100,000 in
assistance. During their first commercial flight with AFW, Shirlee shared Alaura’s healthcare journey with
one of the flight attendants, which led to the additional cabin crew wanting to meet her and an invitation
from the pilots to visit the cockpit. Alaura received many handshakes from the flight crew and even a wing
pin to commemorate the flight.

Alaura is quickly approaching the two-year mark of her treatment plan, and the family is hoping that
her scans come back clear. “Hopefully we're almost done,” says Shirlee, “and she gets to ring the bell.”

To our Dr. Randy Sherman Access For All Fund supporters and volunteer pilots, Shirlee shared, “I
would love to thank everyone — we're very appreciative of this generous gift we've been given.”



