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Dylan was only nine years old when he complained of having a migraine 
and numbness in his legs. Knowing migraines are unusual for Dylan, 
his mom Vanessa took him to the emergency room, where their scary 
medical journey began. “That was the beginning of ten hours at the ER, 
watching Dylan in and out of consciousness,” says Vanessa.

After hours of tests and blood work, a pediatrician quickly attuned to 
Dylan’s symptoms. A CT scan showed early arteriovenous malformation, 
or AVM, which is a type of brain abnormality. “The first thing that comes 
to my mind is brain surgery, and I’m internally collapsing at this point,” says 
Vanessa. 

Dylan was quickly airlifted from Crescent City, California to UCSF, 
where a team of doctors explained AVM to the family. Dylan’s care team 
developed a solid plan, deciding to move forward with Gamma Knife 
radiation versus invasive surgery. And after a weeklong stay at UCSF, Dylan 
was discharged to await his upcoming treatment. 

Having discussed Angel Flight West’s services with a UCSF social worker, 
Vanessa confirmed their round-trip angel flights a week before Dylan’s 
treatment. The day of their first flight, AFW Command Pilot Henry Ward 
brought along his son and co-pilot, Austin. “It was like stepping into another 
world,” says Vanessa. “They took away our sense of worry and made us 
feel like we were doing something together as a team.”

After staying overnight at a hotel, they checked into UCSF the next morning, where Dylan’s doctors were 
able to target the entire AVM during his treatment, with a plan to follow up with periodic MRIs and an 
annual angiogram. 

Dylan’s flight home with his parents was generously donated by AFW’s partner Advanced Air. “They 
were watchful over our family,” says Vanessa. “The pilot came out to give Dylan a hand up and down the 
steps, and I felt the warmth and care from the pilots and staff.” Advanced Air team member Jerry also 
went above and beyond, taking good care of the family throughout their journey home — and even 
taking a photo with Dylan afterward (pictured above).

Today, Dylan is recovering well. He’s a smart and creative nine-year-old, always teaching his family 
something new.

As for Vanessa? She continues to express her deep gratitude for their AFW and Advanced Air experience, 
saying it “left its mark” on their family. “We never would have been able to take on the cost of the entire 
trip,” she says. “It wasn’t just a flight to the hospital — it was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

BABY AUDREY’S ANGEL FLIGHTS
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Dear AFW Community, 

As we enter the fourth 
quarter of 2025, I’m 
reflecting on just how 
much this community has 
accomplished together — 
and feeling deeply grateful 
for your support.

We’ve seen some truly 
inspiring third-party 
fundraisers recently. The ATP Flight School 
Charity Golf Tournament and the Fandiem 
Fundraiser, led by our own AFW Volunteer 
Pilot (an actual rockstar) Dexter Holland of The 
Offspring, reminds me of the hard work and 
generosity that make this mission possible.

Your dedication was also on full display at 
AFW’s Annual Golf Classic, presented by Gantry 
and Freshends, and the 8th Annual Run for the 
Angels 5K, hosted by HDR, where participants 
came together to raise awareness and support 
for our patients and families. Every flight, every 
fundraiser, and every moment of volunteer 
service continues to strengthen this community 
and the impact we make together. 

This past summer, it was wonderful to 
connect with our partners and fellow aviation 
enthusiasts at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh. 
Together with Air Care Alliance and other 
volunteer pilot organizations, we helped recruit 
more volunteer pilots than ever, highlighting 
the power of collaboration and shared 
commitment to healthcare access.

I’m so thankful for each of you. Your support 
fuels hope, connection, and the extraordinary 
spirit of Angel Flight West.

With gratitude, 

Mary Hunter
Executive Director, Angel Flight West

EILEEN’S LETTER TO
CHRIS BENNETT

FROM OUR DIRECTOR

(Eileen and Chris are pictured on the front page)

Chris Bennett joined Angel Flight West on 
February 6, 2014, completing his orientation just 
three days later and flying his very first mission 
on February 14. Since then, he has completed 
an extraordinary 705 missions, flying a 
Diamond Star 40 out of San Jose (SJC).

One of his deepest connections has been 
with Eileen, who has flown with Chris 323 
times. Eileen lovingly calls herself the president 
of the “Chris Bennett Fan Club.”

Eileen captured Chris’s impact beautifully in 
her heartfelt words during his 700th-mission 
celebration: 

“You have been the link between home and 
medical care for hundreds of people. The 
passengers you fly are all patients in need of the 
advantages offered by a large medical facility 
with a multitude of medical specialists for their 
care.

What sets you apart is that you have been 
flying as an AFW pilot long enough to have 
accumulated over 700 missions. And that is 
what today’s get-together is about: to honor 
you – who have volunteered your time, 
your plane, fuel and most importantly, your 
expertise, professionalism, warmth and 
empathy to countless people in need. What a 
way to give back!

You and I have become a team. I have a feeling 
that is true for the myriad of other lives you 
have touched and continue to touch.
On behalf of Angel Flight West, me and all the 
others: a heartfelt thank you!”

Chris’ story is a reminder of the power of 
volunteerism and the difference one person can 
make.

DYLAN’S STORY: HOW ADVANCED AIR AND VOLUNTEER 
PILOTS MADE A JOURNEY POSSIBLE


